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THE TREE SPEAKS
TILAKCHAND LODAYA (Chennai) Email :ourbrotherhood@yahoo.co.in Mob.: 099406 36646

Last week a 90 year old lady had a peaceful
death in our Apartments and | attended her
funeral. | have gone to Choolai funeral ground,
Chennai on many occasions. While pondering
over human existence in all seriousness, my
attention drew to the huge Rain Tree having a
trunk diameter of about 5/6 feet. | have been
under this tree on scores of occasions, but had
never perceived the rain tree from this
perspective. Under its lush green canopy two
big sitting halls have been constructed recently.
This tree almost over looks funeral pyres. It has
been a mute spectator to witness the last journey
of tens of thousands of human beings in its life
spanning about 75 to 100 years. | almost
became the tree. It spoke to me one to one.
Thus spoke the Rain Tree.

“As against five senses which the human
beings possess | have only one. My DNA
engineering does not give me any choice except
to follow the predetermined blue print. My only
purpose of life is to grow and give without
expecting anything in return. | give shade,
oxygen, carbon, timber, nesting, resting and
sleeping place to birds, bees, squirrels, reptiles,
human beings and insects. If man cuts my
branches or even trunk, | silently surrender
without a murmur. For helping | spread my
branches as far and as high as possible. | enjoy
my focused journey and never have any regrets.
There is absolutely no negativity. | allow other
trees to grow and there is neither competition
nor comparison. | don’t aspire to become a
popular Mango tree as | know my uniqueness.
Ambiance of love and happiness prevails all
through my life. The purpose for which | was
created by the creator is fully achieved in the
most satisfying way.

“Lakhs of human beings have sat or stood
in my shade. On the analysis of their talk | find
that they talk less about the departed soul and
talk more of their business, family worries and
fears and all the matters under the sky. Of course
they come here to attend a sad event. But it
appears in their day to day life this sadness
lingers. Even the occasions which Man thought
that they will make him happy, succeed only
temporarily. He doesn’t stay put there and enjoy
but always thinks of what next. In his eternal
chase he loses the very purpose of life of being

happy and peaceful. Further his happiness is
attached to material things alone, though he is
universally aware that he can’t carry them with
him after his death. This fact is reminded to him
by every death of his friends and relatives and
also the notice is served on him whenever he
comes to attend funerals or through news. But |
wonder about his short memory and his mental
springs rebound to his original worldly ways.
This reality of life we trees have accepted in
totality and remain in one place and enjoy the
bliss of creation instead of running like human
beings all through the life and still remain where
they were or even worse off. Their life is like a
journey on a complex roller coaster with breath
taking rides. After the ride, it keeps them where
they began. To remain where they were, they
have to run. They confuse comforts with
happiness. | wonder why still men are described
as rational, intelligent and the best creation of
the Creator. Why our attitude and approach to
life is not categorised as rational?

“This injustice to us does not stop at this
alone. They are living in a non-existing future and
forgetting the joy of living in the moment. They
are living their lives, dead. Many of them die as
seeds though their potential was much more than
ours. How can you call them rational or thinking
living beings?

“Again, whenever they are criticised, they
get upset. Whereas when stones are thrown at
us we give fruits to the stone throwers. They don’t
accept the fact that stones are thrown on the
achievers. Criticism hurts their ego. This hurt is
carried by them to the next lives also, if they are
there. It creates a feeling of revenge, hate and
envy. They ruin his life.

“Further, | give total and unconditional and
selfless support to the birds etc. resting on my
branches. My branches shake only because of
strong winds and not because of me. Whereas,
day in and day out | hear from the talks from the
people the stories of ungratefulness, cheating,
fraud, unfaithfulness, theft etc. by the human
beings who were trusted and relied upon.

“Moreover, cultivating inner beauty like we
trees can enrich the lives of all. The inner beauty
doesn't require acceptance from society, but self
assurance that you are His creation. If you want
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everything from life, you’ve got to first give
everything you have to life. We trees follow this.
But all these remain as sermons and not
practiced by men. This results in a miserable
existence. God has given man speed capacity
of 200 kms. Or more. However, because of his
entanglements his automobile travels only at 10
kms. speed or some times even in reverse gear.
His potential remains unrealised and unexplored.

“What gives me my strength? Its deep
penetrating roots. And | remain rooted to the
roots till end. What would give human beings
inner strength? His Will Power and Faith in Him.
But very few human beings are strong enough
and follow the given golden path. As a result they
just grow without living their lives and fail to attain
the superior purpose for which they were created
and rotate in the cycle of birth and deaths.

“We accept failures in life as we know that
success is just on the other side of failure! Out
of million seeds only few germinate and few
become trees. But all those who grow live
majestically and fully. Whereas men treat life like
an onion and try to peel off every layer to find
out what is inside because of his curiosity and
the habit of analysis, dissection and arguments
and waste their life and go empty handed,
dissatisfied and dejected.

“So, this journey | go through is a gift given
to me to remain connected with that which
brought me here. It is a reminder to remain a
little more humble. Death is not the opposite of
life, it is the opposite of birth. Live your life and
forget your age. People will rate you, shake you
and break you. But how strong you stand is what
makes you. Somehow, in spite of this knowledge,
the wisdom does not dawn on most of the human
beings.

“The saline waters of the ocean evaporate
and when the same falls again from the above
as rain, it is pure drinking water. Similarly we
trees grow with and in the contaminated drains,
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the stinking ponds, the stagnant lakes, in dirt, in
desert, on rocks and for that matter in any place
on the earth but still produce beautiful flowers,
sweet fruits, soothing shade, usable timber etc. We
focus on the goal and overcome all obstacles. Like
most of the men we don’t focus on obstacles and
never reach the goal. Man never connects with the
force above and purifies self.

“Lastly, there’s no dearth of kindness in the
world of mine. Gratitude is the fairest blossom
which springs from the soul. The root goes down
and the shoot goes up. When prayers go up,
blessings come down. | Listen to the voice from
within and grow well. Man has forgotten this
cardinal principle and squanders all the
advantages the God has bestowed on him.

“Now will you pass a judgement as to who
is more rational, more superior creation — Trees
or Men? However, this judgement is only
academic because whatever is the view , all the
trees, including me, will continue to live as
designed by the Divine. May human beings
become human beings and make their lives
divine and purposeful.”
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